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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony today. Rhode Island KIDS COUNT would like to voice its 
support for Senate Bill 579. This bill would require commercial insurers to 
implement a one-time rate increase as an emergency measure to keep 
providers in business and accepting insurance until the Office of the Health 
Insurance Commissioner releases its rate review report in the fall. Rhode 
Island KIDS COUNT would like to thank Senator Lauria for sponsoring this bill 
and we would also like to thank the cosponsors, Senators Miller, DiPalma, 
Euer, DiMario, Lawson, Valverde, Murray, and Kallman.  

We commend the General Assembly for passing the Rate Setting and Review 
Recommendations for Human Services during the 2022 legislative session. 
That process will make much needed systemic changes in reimbursement 
when completed. In the meantime, Rhode Island’s behavioral health system 
remains in crisis.  

Limited provider enrollment in health insurer networks limit access to 
affordable outpatient mental health services for many Rhode Islanders. A 
significant factor in these limited networks is inadequate rates paid by insurers 
to behavioral health professionals. Research demonstrates that rates paid for 
behavioral health services are lower than those paid for comparable 
evaluation and management physical health services, while behavioral health 
care providers carry a heavier administrative burden. 

Too few providers mean that children and adults needing behavioral health 
services are not getting the services they need. As Rhode Island's pool of in-
network providers shrinks, consumers go on waitlists, pay out of pocket for 
out-of-network providers, or endure preventable crises. This legislation cannot 
wait. An investment needs to be made now to stabilize our the already fragile 
behavioral health services system. We strongly urge you to pass Senate Bill 
579 to stabilize and ensure both accurate and adequate reimbursement rates 
for behavioral health services and the provision of high-quality services to our 
children, youth, and families. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.




